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URING THE MANY winters in 

which it has been our sad lot 

to have knocked around these 
walled-off Astorias, it has become 
more and more exasperating to 
realize how completely the public 
has and is being misinformed on 
prison life and conditions. The 
reason should be obvious, but to 
many itis not. Thereasonis sim- 
ply that “good” news about a 
prison is not considered to be good 
news. It does not sell newspapers. 
Without actual or imagined trouble 
..or without lurid exaggerations, 
prison life is not news. 

We have seen so many alleged 
‘exposes,’ so many investigations, 
so many “riots” which made the 
headlines (despite the fact that 
most of them were less exciting 
than a street brawl)...that it is 
hanging out of our ears. 


Having been associated with 
newspapers for the greater part of 
our life we are no longer carried 
away with the hogwash of a repor- 
ter’s “rights,” “principles,” nor by 
his “freedom” to write whatever 
he pleases. We know that as rep- 
orters we must not offend the ad- 
vertiser, the public, and, if we 
know what is good for us, we must 
stick to the truth wherever the 
law of libel applies. 


We also know that we can say 
anything we please about prisons 
or prisoners, without fear of libel. 
We know that a convicted felon 
cannot sue for libel. We know 
that this makes prisons and prison- 
ers a choice ground for aspiring 
young writers. 
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To us on the inside, who have 
access to literally all outside publi- 
cations, it is easy to understand 
the viewpoint of the man on the 
street who has no access to valid 
information from inside the prison. 
It is not surprising that he gets 
a distorted picture. 

Interesting local news of a spec- 
tacular nature is never too plenti- 
ful. When you hear a local news- 
cast prefaced with, “You, too, can 
become a dollar-a-hollar reporter,” 
it is an indication of scraping the 
bottom of the barrel. 

At the present time a new move- 
ment is on to refurbish the prison 
and make it more of a paying pro- 
position. To help devise such an 
improvement, a survey has been 
taken of other state prisons, and 
the question has been raised, * Why 
can’t we do as they are doing? 


The present population of the 
Utah State Prison is 589 men. The 
present National Prison population 
is around 300,000 men and women. 
This figure does not include coun- 
ty jails. Many county jails in ee 
country have populations four an 
five times that of Utah’s total 
prison population. : 

In a_ nutshell, the answer 1s 
that while present productivity can 
be increased with the help of addi- 
tional funds and equipment, rc 
manpower is simply not availal He 
to produce the variety of goods 
manufactured in larger prisons. 

Getting back to the “distorted 
picture routine” it seems to be 
aim of the newswriter to achieve a 
more startling effect by steering 


all referance to convicted persons 
into the illusion that we have been 
permanently banished by society; 
that as convicted persons we have 
been set aside from the rest of 
mankind. 

Let us consider just how “per- 
manent”’ this isolation is: 

In the past 16 years, and despite 
a state prison population of less 
than 300 in 1944, 2,896 men have 
been released from the Utah State 
prison. This indicates an average 
total population turnover in less 
than three years. To multiply this 
figure of local releases by the na- 
tional prison population, it may be 
estimated that ten thousand ex- 
inmates are returned to society 
every year. 

This should also bring home 
to the public that a relatively small 
percentage of all persons convicted 
of crimes are in prison at the pres- 
ent time. 


Since convicted persons are, for 
reasons previously explained, rep- 
resented to be one big, bad lot, it 
is not surprising that citizens lose 
sight of the fact that most prison 
inmates are not serving long prison 
terms, most prison inmates are 
not incarcerated for vicious crimes 
and consequently are not vicious 
criminals. 


Any citizen would feel highly 
offended were his city to be judged 
by its skid-row or red light district, 
yet prison populations are always 
judged by such standards... all 
become equal to the worst. 

The recent building of a lurid 
expose of the prison, based on the 
statements of less than ten in- 
mates resulted in astory that was 
about as factual as would be a ‘true 
story’ of the church gathered at 


the biggest skid-row bar in town. 

We, too have our skid-rows. We 
too are represented from all social 
and economical brackets, high, low 
and in between. The one thing we 
have in common is that we have 
been caught and convicted of viola- 
ting the law. Except for this fact 
we have no marked distinction 
from the man on the street. 

There is no question in our mind 
that most men in prison are inter- 
ested in release to return to their 
families. There is neither any 
doubt in our mind that the short- 
est means to this end is to make 
the best of a bad bargain by keep- 
ing our nose clean and doing the 
best we can. 

Newspapers have succeeded so 
well in bamboozling the public 
that people think most of us would 
escapeif it were possibe. Many 
people feel sure that if the walls 
were to fall down, all or most of us 
would try to escape. Using the 
worst as a criterion for all of us, 
such a deduction is reasonable. 

The facts are that a large major- 
ity of local inmates are relatively 
short-termers, and as such escape, 
(which, even if successful, would 
preclude ever going home, and 
if not successful would mean more 
hopeless years of servitude) is out 
of the question. 

According to the latest roster, 
we have at present 259 men hold- 
ing a custodial status of ‘Minimum 
A’ and ‘Minimum B’ ese men 
work outside the fence, yet barely 
one in a hundred attempt escape. 
Having served most of their time, 
with legal freedom in sight, there 
is simply no percentage in escape. 

Of course a smattering of idiots 
can be found most anywhere, too. 
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Do Our Reform Institutes Reform? 


BY “STORMY” SMITH 


A march of tragedy. Such is the nature of the shadowy procession that annually shuffles through 
America’s prisons. Tragic not only as it applies to the unfortunate men who are part of this ill-fated 
parade, but tragic in it's nature as a Facet of civilized life. It is destructive in nature, though few 
of the individuals are evil by predetermination, or capable of defining the relative perversity of their 
philosophy. We have merely followed our ignorance and duplicity to the ultimate goal of total loss, 
I recognize and accept the responsibility of my deeds and realize that the nature of my life is of 
my own designing. On the basis of the acceptance of that responsibility, | take the liberty of ex- 
pressing opinions that are possibly irrelevant and of an adventurous nature- IF so, remember that 


they are mine. 


ROM MY VIEWPOINT, the ques- 

tion posed would require a 

qualified answer. First let me 
emphasize the fact that prisons 
are an un-natural world that re- 
presses and perverts the natural 
instincts of its inhabitants. At best, 
inmates lead a regimented life, de- 
void of normal social satisfactions; 
denied of all but the most spartan 
of recreational activities and per- 
mitted only the most casual contact 
with immediate members of their 
families. Its population is com- 
posed of all types of personalities 
with varying degrees of anti-social 
tendencies. It is a conglomerate 
drawn from all social strata and 
economical background. Such con- 
ditions are not conducive to devel- 
opment of social responsibility, and 
consequently, the very natures of 
prisons create a nearly insurmoun- 
table obstacle to implementation of 
constructive policies of reform. 


_ Regardless of how construc- 
tive in theory an administrative 
policy may be, unless there are 
adequate facilities, including fin- 
ances, to fully implement that pol- 
icy, the degree of failure with the 
subject will be out of all proportion 
to. the parsimonious nature of ap- 
plication. The reason then, for my 
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qualified answer, is obvious. For 
unless a policy achieves the great- 
est degree of success possible, sup- 
ported by prerequisite facilities, it 
can approach a pragmatic farce. 
At best it will be a mere expedient 
with all the adverse effects concom- 
mittant to its nature. 

One of the important factors 
to be overcome in establishing con- 
structive policies of reform is an 
anachronism born of the punitive 
era of penology and carried down 
through the years by prison in- 
mates. That anachronism is the 
prison philosophy based on hatred 
of law and organized society and 
activated by a desire to frustrate 
any and all administrative efforts. 
It applies to even the most insig- 
nificant and routine of prison tasks. 
It is not a passive philosophy that 
can be accepted or rejected as an 
individual inmate may be so ine- 
lined in accordance to personal 
concepts. It is negativistic in nat- 
ure, vicious and certain in its 
demands, with personal vengeance 
as one of its basic tenets. 

It is enforced, not by regular 
organized gangs, but by anyone 
and everyone. (The so-called org- 
anized gangs do not exist in this 
prison and have never existed.) It 


is enforced through some physical 
violence and group ostracism, in- 
cluding the support of those who 
most consistently violate its every 
precept. Even those who thor- 
oughly loathe and despise it pay it 
public lip service. 

Once this anachronism is elim- 
inated from prison as an active 
anti-social force, policies of reform- 
ation can be applied with the active 
support and participation of the 
inmate body. Fear of physical 
harm, even death, and the debili- 
tating influence of ostracism among 
the inmate populace are forces that 
the inmate lives with 24 hours a 
day, and they affect more psycho- 
logical harm to the individual than 
one would be inclined to accept as 
reasonable. 

The usual prison inmate is not 
a conscientious citizen who realizes 
the legitimacy of his incarceration. 
He is recalcitrant and antagonistic 
toward the law and its represen- 
tatives. He generally does not 
accept the legitimacy of the power 
being exercised against him. De- 
fine means for establishing in the 
mind of the inmate the legitimacy 
of this restraint, and you will have 
taken the first step toward the con- 
tainment of this destructive philos- 
ophy. It can never be completely 
eliminated. It can be reduced to 
a state of futility and contained 
within that static limit. 


Most inmates pose an anti- 
social problem, though many of 
them are not aggravated nor ex- 
treme cases. ‘The difficulties of 
most of them could be resolved if 
there were adequate facilities for 
training them in different trades 
and professions that would enable 
them to earn an equitable wage 
upon their release. However, to 


properly implement such a pro- 
gram would require more than the 
act of training them in some trade. 
Such training as they might receive 
in an institutlon would need be 
supplemented by the recognition of 
the time spent in learning and 
practicing the trade, while incar- 
cerated, as part of the necessary 
apprenticeship required by the 
trade unions. 

Another factor of major im- 
portance in such a program would 
be their being accepted as compet- 
ent workman by local industrial- 
ists. This in itself would possibly 
require a comprehensive training 
program no less concentrated than 
that applied inside the prison. It 
is a well established fact that if 
methods of reform inside a prison 
are to be fully effective, the citizens 
of a community must be willing to 
accept the released inmate as a 
functional unit of society. That 
acceptance can only be in the 
capacity in which the released felon 
has been trained to function. 

Such an_ industrial training 
program as I propose, supported 
by sufficient psychological training 
units would, I believe, awaken the 
social conscience of a large number 
of the inmates through the pursuits 
of self interests. 

It is recognized that you can- 
not rehabilitate the individual, you 
can, at best, give him the oppor- 
tunity to rehabilitate himself. If he 
can be made to realize that he is 
in prison because of his own limi- 
tations and inability or refusal to 
adapt himself to accepted rules of 
an organized society, then he has 
taken the first step toward a 
philosophical reconstruction that 
can only result in making him more 

(Continued on page 15) 
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FROM THE 


News 


Realistic Rehabilitation 


Legislature Limits 
Felony Record 
To Five Years 


ALBANY, NEW YORK, (UPI) -- 
---The New York State Legislature 
today made into law a bill designed 
to aid in the rehabilitation of ex- 
convicts. 


The measure, passed unani- 
mously by both houses made provi- 
sion to erase all prior convictions 
from the record of an ex-felon who 


goes for five years without an 
arrest. 


Effects of the law will be felt in 
many ways --- no longer can the 
term “Ex-convict” be used when 
reporting a story without fear of a 
libel suit on the offending publi- 
cation --- a manon the stand in his 
own defense can deny with impun- 
ity his past record, nor may the 
prosecution bring it up for fear of 
a mistrial. 


Comment around Capitol Hill 
pointed to the climate of equal jus- 
tice that the law will bring, verdicts 
without the fear of preconception 
or prejudice. 
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’57 Prison Population 


Hits All-Time High 


WASHINGTON - (AP) - The Fed- 
eral Prison Bureau said more U.S. 
adults were in prison at the end of 
1957 than ever before in history. 

But although the figure set a new 
record, the percentage of popula- 
tion did not. 

A report put the total adult pop- 
ulation of state and federal prisons 
then at 295,414, a total rise of 3.1 
percent from the previous year-end 
figure. 

This added up to 116 prisoners 
for each 100,000 persons in the 
civilian population, a slight increase 
over figures for 1955 and 1956. But 
the report noted it was consider- 
ably smaller than the proportion 
of 126 per 100,000 reflected at the 
close of 1939, 1940 and 1941. a 

The prison population increas 
during the year 3.3 percent to 274, 
994 in state institutions, and 1.4 
percent to 20,420 in Federal pri- 
sons. ‘ 

The largest increase occurred in 
New Mexico with 16.2 percent, 
Florida with 11 percent, Arizona 
10.7 percent, Indiana 9 percent. 
cannaninnanannannnnensiaiannsace nema 


Home Leaves Favored 


For Prison Inmates 


WASHINGTON (UPI) ---Chair- 
man Emanuel Celler (D-NY) of 
the House Judiciary Commi 
favors granting two-week bor 
leaves to federal prisoners wit 
good records. 
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Kitchen Kapers 


BY JOHNNY HAMMOND 


HAVING BEEN selected as the 
Culinary Department Reporter, I 
will say thanks to those concerned 
and will do my best to bring you 
fellows news from the hottest spot 
in our town. We do have our own 
town here at the Point, run almost 
the same as the free world. So 
natuarlly we have the same prob- 
lems. Having spent numerous 
summers here and in the old prison 
I can assure you all that the 
present culinary procedures and 
management tops them all. 

Pve heard gripes and compli- 
ments about the way the kitchen 
is run so I will try to enlighten both 
parties on what we in the culinary 
are doing. First off, our food man- 
ager, Mr. Al Richardson appointed 
Cutler head inmate cook, under 
him are two very capable men, 
Glen Cash and Ray Jensen, who 
have charge of their respective 
shifts, each working a separate 
shift. Some of these cooks are new 
to the position, but from “daily 
observations I can see where each 
of them will soon be successful in 
their trade. Thesecooks have the 
opportunity to learn any type of 
specialized cooking they prefer for 

.e Joe Goss of the culinary, (Mr. 
Richardson) will help them with 
anything or in any way he can. 
Fellows, these men are doing their 
best and what is important is that 
they have your interest at heart. 
During the busy holidays, the men 
and officers worked around the 
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clock preparing the finest meal I 
have ever had behind bars. Mr. 
Cropper the higher brass from the 
front office personally commended 
the entire personnel on an excellent 
holiday meal and believe me, guys, 
getting a thank you from him really 
showed us we were tops! So in the 
future fellows, if you have gripes, 
come and see Al Richardson. He 
personally will see and listen to 
your complaints. If they are legit- 
amate I know he will correct them. 
If anything hurts the guys working 
in the kitchen more than this one 
item, I dont know what it could be, 
and that item is this: When you 
come thru the line for your meal 
and you see something that don’t 
appeal too you, don’t, please don’t 
make any derogatory remarks. The 
fellow just behind you might think 
it delicious. We can’t please them 
all but we certainly try. 

Honestly fellows, we do havea 
fine group of guys in the kitchen 
now doing thier individual best for 
dear old USP. Remember one thing 
next time some item of food doesn’t 
suit your taste. We always work 
under a limited supply of groceries 
and a limited balanced menu. To 
put it in plain english, we do what 
we can with the goodies we get to 
work with! j 

In closing, All of us in the Culi- 
nary Dept wish you fellows the 
happiest and certainly shortest 
1959 you’ve ever seen! 
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A man who marries a woman 
for her money is not always happy, 
but he’s never hungry, either. 


Dan Valentine 


Familiar Room ... The Dining Hall 


. Photo showing one of the two potter eatinud of the dining hall, ~In 
the background is the entrance to the kitchen, bakery and butcher 
shop. Meals are served cafeteria style from steam tables in. rear. 


Will Alcohol Remove Stains from Clothing? © 


Alcohol will remove stains from clothes. It will also remove 
summer clothes, winter clothes and spring clothes, not. only 
from the back of the man who drinks it, but from his. wife and 
children as well. 

Alcohol is guaranteed to remove a good reputation, a man’s 
business and his friends, too. It will do more... it will take the 
happy look from the face of all members of the family. 


Mm, 'y villi ma 


Above pic taken at the Felon Follies last year, showing a part of the audience, orchestra in 
backround and vocalist on stage. Auditorium is presently being completely redecorated. 
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BY GARTH PYMM 


ONCE AGAIN the time has come for the annual presentation of 
the “Felon Follies,” and it promises to be bigger and better than ever. 
This year’s show will be sponsored by Mr. Paul Cropper, business man- 
ager, and will be co-directed by ‘Dirty Ernie” Boston and “Tubby 
Dave DeLosh. Tubby is musical and orchestra director. Other men 
bers of the Follies committee are, “Jailhouse” Ashworth, “Bum-Beef” 
Garner, and ‘‘Square-John” Garth. 

This is a real crew of wheelers and dealers, and they are out to Burs 
pass last year’s record-breaking show both in quality of entertain 
and in “loot” take in. They are determined to set a record that wil 
give future shows something to shoot for. 

There are, of course, many who will be responsible for the pn ie 
of the show...the actors, musicians, and the all-important men behin 
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REMEMBER THE DATES! 


“FELON 
FOLLIES” 
March 12 -13 - 14 
Curtain up at 8:00 p.m. sharp 


the scenes...the stage hands, art- 
ists, lighting effects, carpenters, 

The date set for this years show 
is March 12-13 & 14 th starting at 
8:00 p.m. sharp. This is a benefit 
show and there will be no tickets 
sold. We ask that those coming to 
the show contribute whatever they 
can at the door. At the expense of 
sounding greedy, all you can give 
and a little bit more, will surely be 
appreciated. In return we will give 
a show well worth seeing, A fast 
moving variety type show featuring 
musical acts, skits and other enter- 
tainment, lasting about two hours. 
It is designed to give laughs and an 
insight into some of the life here 
and I personally guarantee a refund 
to anyone who goes away not fully 
satisfied, that this is not one of the 
finest shows they have seen. 

What happens to the money we 
take in? It has always gone toa 
worthy cause, last year it went to 
our Chapel fund, for the edification 
(love that word), of all, when the 
State of Utah built this prison, it 
seems that they did not make 
allowance for a Chapel. Through 
efforts of the inmates here the pro- 
ject was undertaken to build one. 
The labor has been donated by the 
inmates on their “free” time. We 
are indebted to many individuals 


and organizations for the contri- 
butions and to many business firms 
for the donation of materials. 
However, the Chapel still lies un- 
finished! We would like to see it 
completed as soon as possible, so 
this years receipts will go again to 
the Chapel fund. 

_We are in need of all the publi- 
city we can get, so we would appre- 
ciate all who read this to spread 
the news around. We would be glad 
to answer any and all inquiries or 
send information to anyone who 
can give us some publicity. Address 
all inquiries to Mr. Ernie Boston, 
Chairman, Felon Follies, Box 250, 
Draper, Utah. Be sure to mark 
those dates for a real evening of fine 
entertainment. 


LOLI II IID 


THINGS I WISH 
I HAD NEVER SAID 


Your Honor, I wish to represent 
myself. 

Watch this chick give me the big 
hello. 

Tl do this fin standing on my 
head. 

I’m mature enough to walk away 
from a fight, even if the guy swings 
first. 

Don’t worry, I’ll send you a cou- 
ple bucks every week. 

He’s not the ‘man’, Joe. I used 
to go to school with him. 

My girl will stick with me no 
matter how rough the going gets. 

When you go home, Charley, 
look her up and tell her I still love 
her. 

Let me know if you need any- 
thing while you’re here. 

---The KEY Lexington, Ky. 
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Our Prisons Are 


Bursting At Their Seams 


BY EUGENE S. ZEMANS, Executive Director John Howard Association, Chicago 


UR CORRECTSONAL institutions 
O and prisons are bursting at 

their seams. Overcrowding 
and the threat of idleness cons- 
tantly haunt their administrators. 

The greatest value of these 
multi-million dollar investments in 
stone and steel is security from 
escape. In reality, the accent on 
security is the greatest drawback 
to the redemption of the inmates. 


Ninety-eight percent of all men, 
women and children incarcerated 
will some day be released. There are 
too few institutions with adequate 
classification of prisoners, and 
those institutions which have any 
classification at all are too crowded. 
Overcrowding pyramids rules and 
regulations that result in regimen- 
tation. Regimentation provides 
little, if any, opportunity for 
individual rehabilitation. 


Mass treatment with the twin 
goals of security and rehabilitation 
mutually confound each other, and 
as a result prisoners live ina cli- 
mate conducive to unrest. That 
these conditions do not produce 
more turmoil in our institutions is 
commendatory to our institution 
officials and indicative of their 
ingenuity. 

_Illinois pioneered in diagnostic 
facilities for the incarcerated but 
thorough classification of inmates 
has been | pail aay by the lack of 
variety of institutions, thus not 
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permitting individualization of 
prisoners for the purpose of treat- 
ment. The individual states must 
move out of the era that treats a 
prisoner as a number, and toward 
understanding him as a person and 
providing him with tools for his 
ultimate safe release to the com- 
munity. 

Prisons and other correctional 
institutions, properly used, serve 
only as a part of the total correc- 
tional process. Good probation and 
sound probation practices are also 
essential. Probation services thro- 
ughout the states have been neg- 
lected for almost 50 years. When 
measured in terms of the kind of 
protection the community has a 
right to expect, the people have 
been poorly served through the 
failure of county officials to insist 
upon the establishment of adequate 
professional probation services in 
city and county courts. 


It is a travesty of justice to 
find that in many of our courts we 
have either no probation services 
available, or an untrained, politi- 
cally sponsored probation depart- 
ment inadequately financed and 
manned to influence constructively 
the lives of thousands of individuals 
who run afoul of the law. 


To suggest a prison sentence 
for every person found guilty of a 
law violation is comparable to 
suggesting major surgery for all 


persons who are ill. If the patient 
needs surgery, he should have it. 
If the violator needs prison he 
should go to prison. If he needs 
probation, and is a safe risk, he 
should be placed on probation. 

The prison riots of 1952 drama- 
tized that politics and prisons do 
not mix without an explosion. Our 
prison administrative posts should 
not be considered asylums for 
political refugees. To the credit of 
some state administrations, some 
of the wardens are now protected 
from political pressure, and civil 
service in the institutions is moving 
forward. 

Humane treatment, broad- 
ening of education, vocational and 
industrial work opportunities have 
made gains in many of the insti- 
tutions throughout the country, but 
the unmet need is for institutions 
with less emphasis on security and 
more on training and treatment for 
inmates who qualify and who are 
ready to accept their responsibility 
in preparation for their return to 
the community, 

Private citizens should encour- 
age their legislatures to provide 
adequate professional probation 
services, more treatment special- 
ists inside the institutions, such as 
training staff, psychologists and 
social workers, smaller institutions, 
and work camps with a variety of 
opportunities for rehabilitation. 


An archaeologist just back from 
Pompeii:reports that he has dug up 
an old penitentiary in which he found 
a lot of petrified prisoners. He said, 
“This is perhaps the earliest evidence 
we have of hardened criminals.” 


---Presidio. 


INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES 


AMBASSADOR CLUB 
(Toastmasters) Thursday, 7:00 
p.m. in visiting room. 
LIAHONA GAVEL CLUB 
Charter No. 10. Affiliated with 
Toastmasters International, Tues- 
day evenings, 7:00 p.m. in visiting 
room. 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
Golden Key Chapter. Saturdays 
at 2:00 p.m., Sundays, 6:00 p.m. in 
B-Dorm. 
BRIDGE & CHESS CLUB 
Mondays, 6:00 p.m. in Chaplains 
and Classification offices. 
MEN’S CHORUS 
Mr. Miller and Mr. Dean, 7:00 
p.m. in the Auditorium. 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS 
Ray F. Smith, L.D.S. Chaplain, 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. in Auditorium. 
CATHOLIC MASS 
Father Benvegnu, Catholic Chap- 
lain. 7:30 a.m. in Auditorium. 
BEAMS OF BLESSING 
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. in Chap- 
lain’s Office. Wilbur Nielson. 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESS 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., in School 
Room 4. George H. Jones. 


Library Books: Please make it 
a point to return all library books 
that are due. The Librarian has 
been asked to submit a list of 
missing books. Please don’t make 
it necessary to do do this. 
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Culinary 
Department 


BY A. M. RICHARDSON Food Manager 


I WANT TO express my thanks 
to all of the inmates and officers 
who work in the culinary depart- 
ment for the long hours they 
worked during the holidays in the 
preparation of meals. You have 
all done a commendable job. 

I am willing to compare these 
meals with those of any other State 
Institution, or even a_privately- 
owned institution, and I will say 
that we served the best. 


In regard to the Culinary depart- 
ment, 1 appreciate the manner in 
which the inmate population is res- 
ponding to the efforts made by the 
culinary employees. With a few 
words of appreciation and thanks 
from you fellows it makes the en- 
tire culinary department strive 
harder to keep on making efforts 
towards improvement, and the men 
in this department are doing just 
that...they are trying harder to 
please you. 


Here, as in the average home, 
eating in one particular place for 
365 days a year tends to become 
monotonous. Each of us have our 
own likes and dislikes in foods and 
in the manner in which they are 
prepared. Consequently, there 
will be some things that many of 
you will like, while others will not. 
‘This is a situation that is imposs- 
ible to overcome wherever a large 
group is concerned. They have 
the same problem in everything 
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from boarding houses to the armed 
forces. 

The thing we are trying to do is 
to please the majority of the popu- 
lation, and through the continued 
efforts of the men working in this 
department, I know we are makin; 
progress in this direction. I wis! 
to Pag out to you also, that in 
order to plan a well-balanced diet, 
it is necessary to run fish, liver and 
luncheon meats on the menu. We 
do, however change the menu ev- 
ery week in order to prepare the 
best variety we can for you. 

I wish to extend an invitation to 
any one of you who feel that you 
have a legitimate gripe or com- 
plaint to register, to come to my 
office with it. We will talk it over 
and if your complaint is reasonable 
and it is in our power to correct it, 
this will be done. Constructive 
criticism is always welcome criti- 
cism, and after all it is you, the 
population, that we are trying to 
satisfy. 

Once again I say, thanks for the 
compliments received from you. 


DEFINITIONS 
SOVIET: 
Dinner was ready, soviet. 
CADILLAC: 


A cadillac mean if you pull his 
tail. 


BOLL WEEVIL: 
After the boll weevil all go home. 
LOQUACIOUS: 


She bumped into me and I told 
her to loquacious going. 


temperate in his rebellion against 
rule by law. 

No man’s mind is evil nor anti- 
social by nature. It is only through 
the circumstance of one’s life that 
the mind becomes warped into a 
perspective devoid of morality and, 
the need of being a productive unit 
in an organized society is obscured 
in an emotional miasma of hate for 
the things for which most men 
strive. Once that emotional miasma 
is penetrated and the fact implanted 
in the mind that the facilities of the 
prison are for the exploitation of 
the inmate against influences and 
conditions that have made him a 
misfit outside, he will soon look 
upon his imprisonment, providing 
time served is not prohibitive, as 
an opportunity to himself, rather 
than as_ vengeance of a hated 
society. However, the desire for 
improvement of self must have 
daily sustenance. There must be 
the added incentive of interest in 
the actual work done. This day by 
day association of the inmate with 
what he is doing must be of such a 
nature that he may take pride in 
its daily progress. The desire for 
accomplishment must be imple- 
mented and nourished with cons- 
fective action or it cannot hope to 
ive. 


Another factor, the importance of 
which cannot be too highly stressed, 
is the need of highly trained per- 
sonnel. In administering policies of 
reform it must be constantly re- 
membered that the subject with 
which we deal is the human mind. 
The human mind is not an inani- 
mate substance of clay to be mol- 
ded by unskilled hands. It is ani- 
mated by conscious thought, quick 
to weigh values and detect incon- 
sistencies between propounded 


tenets. Policies of reform cannot 
be hypocritically applied to an 
institution. A penologist cannot 
promote ethical concepts of a high 
calibre and impress his audience 
with their inherent value if, by his 
own conduct, he refutes and abro- 
gates the need of their acceptance. 


Inmates watch and analyze clos- 
ely the results of parole hearings. 
If the results indicate that the pri- 
mary considerations of the Parole 
Board are punitive, and the possi- 
bilities of rehabilitation are of 
minor value, it kills the incentive 
of the inmate to participate in posi- 
tive programs of reformation. Let 
no one suppose otherwise, the im- 
mediate objective of all inmates is 
to get out. He will exploit whatever 
means are available to achieve that 
objective. If participation in prison 
activities such as psycho-therapy, 
group counseling, debating clubs, 
educational opportunities and 
industrial training programs seem 
to affect release dates, the inmate 
will so participate in the beginning 
for pragmatic reasons. The fact 
that he makes himself available to 
these influences puts him ina posi- 
tion where the psychologist can 
work with him on a positive basis. 
In all probability, even though the 
initial acceptance of them s 
through ulterior motives, their in- 
fluences will, beneficially, effect his 
thinking. Before the psychologist 
can achieve any concrete results in 
a man’s thinking he must havea 
voluntary subject. Even though the 
subject is not honest in his appro- 
ach, the psychologist is trained to 
deal in the intricacies of the mind, 
and, to acertain degree, separate 
the honest values from assumed 
ones. He is able in this way to 
secure essentials with which to 
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work. 

In order to properly implement 
a complete program of rehabili- 
tation and reduce the high degree 
of recidivism, now observable, to 
the absolute minimum, there is a 
need of full time men to work with 
and properly evaluate attitudes 
and prospects for board hearings. 
In turn their recommendations 
should be given primary considera- 
tion by the Parole Board Members. 
Ninety-five percent of a prison 
populace will eventually return to 
society. It is the better part of 
reason to return them at the best 
psychological moment. Theoreti- 


cally, punitive concepts in the field 
of modern penology are obsolete. 
The effort is toward the cure of 
psycho-social problems. Unless all 
phases of the prison are co-ordi- 
nated towards a definite objective, 
those efforts are negated. The 
prison administration must be able, 
through trained personnel, to im- 
pute life with new values and de- 
velop the inmate’s capacity to enjoy 
and respect them. To do so necessi- 
tates being in a position to give 
significance to policies. That signi- 
ficance can be defined only when 
cumulative effort is stated through 
Parole Board action. 


View showing center section of our Auditorium. This will be the scene of “Felon Follies 
of 1959” which will be shown to the outside public on March 12, 13 and 14, at 8:00 p.m. 


Warden’s Page 


With our new Farm Dormitory 
completed we are now ready to 
start into our new segregation pro- 
gram. 


This week all Minimum A and 
B men working outside the main 
compound will be moved into our 
modern farm dormitory. When 
the new dining room is completed 
this unit will be segregated from 
the rest of the institution. 


All Minimum men still living and 
working inside the institution pro- 
per will be housed in D Block. 


Men classified as Medium Cus- 
tody will be housed in A Block 
with the possibility of working 
themselves over to B-Block after 6 
months in the institution, with a 
good institutional record. The bot- 
tom tier of B-Block will operate 
as an Honor Tier with only those 
men with outstanding records resi- 
ding there. 


There has been one tier on the 
bottom of A Block barred off as a 
close custody tier. This tier will 
be occupied by men who may be 


’ classified as close custody by either 


the Adjustment Committee or the 
classification Committee. Also men 
being released from Maximum or 
B-North will work themselves 
through the close custody section. 
While in this section men may or 
may not be assigned to a work de- 
tail by the classification committee. 
He is entitled to the regular library 
and visiting privileges. Commis- 
sary and hobby work is restricted 
to those hobbies not requiring tools. 

The men assigned to close cus- 
tody will eat on the short line for 
all three meals and will receive no 
recreation privileges other than 
during the day time hours, 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Each man living on the close cus- 
tody tier will appear before the 
Classification Committee at least 
once each month to determine his 
eligibility for reduction in custody 
and removal from this tier. 

Maximum Custody men will be 
housed on B-North and will consist 
of men so sentenced by the Adjust- 
ment Board. There are no hobby 
privileges on B-North and a limited 
canteen privilege. Men assigned 
for a long period of time on Maxi- 
mum Custody will appear before 
the Adjustment Board at least 
every 4 months for a possible 
transfer to the close custody tier. 

This segregation system has 
been worked up as an incentive 
plan which enables a man to work 
his way up the ladder as far as liv- 
ing quarters and privileges are 
concerned. Also to better advise 
the Board of Pardons as to a man’s 
conduct and work record while in 
the institution. 
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FROM THE 
SPORTS DESK 
6 


GARTH PYMM Sports Editor 


F I CAN find the desk referred 
to in the column head, I will get 
this thing under way. The good 
Editor has been dogging me all over 
the place. He seems to think the 
only time I get in the office is to 
brush the dust from the door knob 
and from the chair. Now this is not 
true, it just seems that way because 
every time he is looking for me, it 
just happens that I am not here. 
’m not stupid, I have my “point” 
watching for him. 

Seriously though, as I reflect the 
last column, many things have 
taken place. Some of the things I 
said would happen, did happen, and 
some did not. The things that did 
not happen were in the majority--- 
the intramural activities I spoke of. 
This was due, in part to the fact 
that we lost our supervisor and 
there was some time lost before a 
new one was appointed. During 
this lapse, the recreation program 
was run in a haphazard manner. 
The other reason, I believe, was 
that we lacked a “spark plug’. 
there was a lot of talk, but nobody 
seemed to take the situation in hand 
and get the program going. I sin- 
cerely believe that you men would 


get behind a program if i 
gtartod: program if it once got 


_We now have a recreation super- 
visor in the person of R.W.Smith, 
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and of course there were some 
changes made before he could get 
things going. I believe that Smitty 
will do a good job, but he needs the 
cooperation of the inmate body... 
Let’s give it to him! The new loca- 
tion and additions to the rec room 
will, Iam sure, facilitate all activity. 
I understand that there will be 
appointed a recreation committee 
to assist Smitty in organizing all of 
the activities and in making sugg- 
estions to improve the program 
wherever possible. These will be 
fellows that have an over all inter- 
est in recreation in its many forms. 
They will serve as judges, referees, 
scorekeepers and in what ever 
capacity they can be of assistance. 
Cooperate with them fellows, and 
Iam sure we will all benefit in a 
program designed to serve all of 
the inmate body. 


Nuff said about the program. 


BASKETBALL SEASON 
NEARS END 


As of this writing the Pointers 
have compiled a pretty fair win 
loss record, 23 wins and 8 losses. 
In the early part of the season, 
their losses were due, in my opin- 
ion, largely to their lack of spirit 
and team effort. They have made 
considerable progress in this re- 
spect in the later months of the 
season, losing some close ones, but 
displaying good sportsmanship. 
They have also shown some iIm- 
provement in the team attitude. 
After all as someone once said, “It 
is not who won or lost, but how 
the game was played.” This is 
doubly true here. It is with contact 
with free society that we have a 
chance to help “put down” their 


egtag opinions of convicts, Let’s 
ace it, things are rough when you 
go out, and all of the favorable im- 
pressions you can create will help. 


One of the real tough ones to 


lose, was the game with Orem 11th. 


Ward. The final score was 58 to 57, 
despite fine scoring efforts of Fon- 
taine with 17 points, Wright with 
20 points, and high man for the 
night. It was a well played game 
that could have gone either way. 
The thing that impressed me was 
the way the “Pointers” accepted 
defeat, much better than in many 
other games. This same team re- 
turned again to hand the Pointers 
a 71 to 67 defeat. This was a good 
close game. A fine scoring spree by 
Fontaine, who hit for a big 26 and 
high honors of the night, went for 
naught, as the team could not seem 
to close the gap in the final minutes. 

A fine win was registered with 
Sandy 2nd. The Pointers came out 
on top of a 84 to 78 score. Once 
again the shooting of Fontaine and 
Wright made the difference. Wright 
hit for 33. and Fontaine for 23. The 
fast break used by Pointers, seemed 
to have the Sandy team flat footed. 

The work of Terry Hansen 
doesn’t go unnoticed. He isn’t the 
big score maker, but he is vital as 
one of the play makers. He handles 
the ball very well, and at times his 
dribbling is nothing short of sen- 
sational. Jim Nelson is the other 
fine play maker, who is always 
hustling. Bill Keener, Charles Du- 
Bos comprise the other regulars. 
A couple of fine players. If these 

ys get going all at the same time, 
they play some pretty fair basket- 
ball. They have their ups and 
downs, but look out when they all 
get in gear. 


HANDBALL TOURNAMENT 


The February handball doubles 
tournament was a fair success. I 
thought we would have more par- 
ticipants. I would like to see about 
twice as many out for the March 
affair. There were ten teams out, 
and there were some fine matches 
played. Morganand Osborn were 
the winners, defeating Copenhaver 
and June two games out of three. 

They were close games, the final 
scores being 21-15, 17-21, 21-14. 
Bill Keener and Harry Barnes fin- 
ished in third place. Maybe some 
of you think this game is easy, but 
let me tell you, it is a rough game. 
It requires stamina and condition- 
ing. I guarantee it will remind you 
of muscles you forgot existed. Get 
on down to the gym and start get- 
ting in some practice for the March 
tournament. 


BASKETBALL FREE-THROW 


A free throw contest was held in 
the gym a Sunday or two ago. 
There were about 60 contestants 
in all and everyone had a ball, (good 
time, that is). It ended up with 
twelve men fighting for the three 
top places. First place went to Fel- 
der Allen, with 13 for 15. Second 
place went to Stan Smith. 

Third place went to Bill Severin. 
Of course the members of the bas- 
ketball team were excluded from 
the competition. I think Allen 
would have given any one of the 
Pointers a rough way to g0. Some 
of you may saying, “I would 
have played if I had known about 
its Well, keep your eyes on the 
bulletin boards. Notices are put 
up well in advance of all tourna- 
ments held. 
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$850 Donation to Chapel Fund 


COURTESY DESERET NEWS 


FOR PRISON CHAPEL--- Students of the Bountiful 
Seminary presented a check for $450.00 to Warden John 
W. Turner for the Chapel building fund. Left to right 
are Ann Fluhman, Wally Peterson, Warden Turner, 
LDS Chaplain Ray F. Smith and Eleanor Smith. The 
money came from student contributions. 


The Chapel Fund was swelled by $400.00 more with 
contributions from the Italian-American Civic League 
.and Ladies Auxiliary, it was announced by Rev. Mark 
O. Benvegnu, Catholic Prison Chaplain. Checks for 
$200.00 from each organization were presented by Frank 
Granto and Mrs. Buriel Crus, chairmen of the committees. 


20 


Liahona Gavel Club 


Receives First Charter 


Another first has been gained 
by a group of men here at the Utah 
State Prison when the Liahona 
Gavel Club received its charter, 
and thus becoming the first char- 
tered Gavel Club in the State of 
Utah. 

Transcript of a meeting held 
by the board of directors of Toast- 
masters International in Santa 
Ana, California on November 9, 
1957, reads (in part) as follows: 

“It is the policy of Toastmas- 
ters International to encourage the 
acceptance of its principles and use 
its methods, materials and services 
among groups which may be ineli- 
gible for membership in 'Toastmas- 
ters International by reason of age, 
sex, or conditions rendering imprac- 
tical the fullest participation and 
benefits from this organization. 
Such groups may exist in High 
Schools, Colleges, Hospitals and 
rehabilitational institutions.” 

_ This policy came about as a 
direct result of the efforts and 
requests of interested men in this 
institution in September, 1957. To 
Jim Barker and Howard Ashworth 
who were most instrumental in 
organizing the men who were 
interested in becoming members 
of Toastmasters as chartered Clubs 
in this institution, we owe a vote 
of thanks for a job well done. 

Members of the Liahona Gavel 
Club are men who are interested in 
taking full advantage of an oppor- 
tunity for self-improvement, ac- 
quiring self-confidence and a good 
speaking ability.We encourage you 
to join the club. --JOE JENKINS 


_ Any person or group interested 
in receiving information or invi- 
tations to attend the meetings of 
this club are urged to write Mr. 
Howard Ashworth, _ President, 
Liahona Gavel Club, Charter No. 
10, Box 250, Draper, Utah. 


Thank You, Steve! 


January 12, 1959 


Mr. Steve Denos 
Inmate 
Utah State Prison 


Dear Steve: 


Please allow us, on behalf of 
the inmate body, to thank you for 
your contribution of $50.00 to the 
Prison Chapel Fund. 

It will be up to people like 
yourself to eventually make the 
completion of our Chapel a reality 
and we hope that the day is not 
too far off. 

We are sure that your un- 
selfish generosity is appreciated by 
the entire inmate population. 


Sincerely, 


Members, 
Inmate Advisory Council 


L. H. Chinn, Chairman 


Ed Wilson, 
Recording Secretary 
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Jest 
A Minute... 


A kangaroo hopped into one of 
the better midtown Manhattan 
bars and asked for a dry martini. 
The bartender had never seen a 
kangaroo outside the zoo, but he 
didn’t say anything, and complied 
with the request. 

“How much?” asked the kanga- 
roo. 

“Dollar Sixty,” said the tender. 

The kangaroo reached into his 
“pocket,” paid for the drink, and 
as he downed it, the bartender 
remarked, “I’ve never seen a kang- 
aroo in here before.” 

“No,” said the kargaroo, “and 
at these prices, you’re not likely to 
again.” 

@ 


The two loons sat in their neatly 
padded cell trying on the latest in 
double-breasted strait jackets. 

“Tl give you three guesses to 
tell me what I’ve got hidden in this 
hand,” said Washington, “and if 
you can’t guess, I’m gonna kill 
you!” 

“You got a house there,” replied 
Napoleon. 

7 Washington peeked into his fist. 

You’re wrong!” he shouted, “you 
a two more guesses, and if you 

‘ail I’m gonna murder you!” 

Napoleon thought carefully. 

“You got a dog,” he said. 

Again Washington peeked into 
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his fist. ‘Wrong again!’ he shou- 
ted, sensing Napoleon’s Waterloo. 
“You got only one more guess.” 

Napoleon desperately banged 
his head against the wall. ‘You 
got a horse there!”’ he shouted. 

Washington turned his back and 
opened his fist slightly and looked. 
“A horse,” he repeated. ‘What 
color?” 

e 
Imitation 
“Stone walls do not a prison make 
Nor iron bars a cage.” 
I do not wish to contradict 
An honored bard and sage, 
But when stone walls and iron bars 
Are placed in right relation, 
It may not be a prison, 
But it’s a damn good imitation! 
e@ 

Dear Know-it-all: ' 

My husband hasn’t worked in 23 
years because he is an incurable 
alcoholic and he chases other wom- 
en and our eldest son takes heroin 
and our daughter is a kleptomaniac 
and to make ends meet I work for a 
bookie and to combat loneliness I 
date other men but now we are 
about to be evicted from the vac- 
ant store where we live with our 
six in-laws. 

Can this marriage be saved? 

---Concerned. 


Dear Concerned: , 
Don’t worry. At the first ae 
of real trouble the family will rally 
around. 
e 


They have a new gadget that 
keeps the interior of your car quiet. 
It fits tightly over her mouth... 


AMBASSADOR’S 
Toastmasters 


SINCE THE LAST issue of the 
Pointer News, new officers have 
been installed by the Ambassadors 
Toastmaster Club. Garth Pymm 
was elected president, Bob Lobach, 
vice president, Ed Wilson, secre- 
tary and treasurer, and Darwin 
Clark, sergeant-at-arms. 

The club members gave a vote 
of thanks for a job well done by the 
out-going officers, Ed McHenry, 
president, John Hammond, vice 
president, Herb Ellefson, secretary 
and treasurer and Steve Denos, 
sergeant-at-arms. 

Other members holding appoin- 
ted positions are, Wende islop, 
deputy governor, Ed McHenry, 
program chairman and Joe Schaed- 
ler, education chairman. 

The Ambassador Toastmaster 
Club is a group of men here at the 
prison who have organized in an 
effort to help improve themselves. 
It follows the same pattern of the 
Toastmasters International, teach- 
ing the basic principles of speech 
by a series of speeches, each is so 
designed as to stress a particular 
facet of public speaking. A critic 
is assigned to each speaker, who 
criticizes and makes helpful sug- 
gestions. There is a grammarian 

call to his attention grammati- 
calerrors. A Chief evaluator has 
the assignment of evaluating the 
entire evening program. 

_ there is a “Table Topics” por- 
tion of the prcerant in Frick ae 
member as s the other members 
questions designed to help get them 
on their feet and give a one-minute 


response. The entire program is 
dedicated to improving individual 
self-confidence and ability. 

There have been other clubs of 
a similar nature organized here at 
the institution but the Ambassador 
Club is the only one to persist 
since it was organized 20 months 
ago. The club is completely self- 
sustaining and debt free, and main- 
tains an active roster of 30 men, 
with a waiting list of new men 
waiting-for a vacancy. 

Meetings are held weekly, with 
invited guests present. ‘This 
serves as an excellent means of 
interpreting to the “outside” that 
 persacst are also human beings, 

aving the same interests, likes 
and dislikes as members of free 
society. Once a year they havea 
“ladies night’”’ at which each mem- 
ber is permitted to have a guest 
present to witness a program. 

Refreshments are served after 
the program on ladies night. All 
such expenses are supported by 
dues assessed the members. The 
manner in which the members 
have conducted themselves is gen- 
erally gs gee by the visiting 
guests. The guests are asked to 
participate on the program and 
this affords the members to see 
“free society” handle speaking 
problems. 

The Club is sponsored by Mr. 
Robert B. Divine, Industrial Sup- 
erintendent. The attitude of the 
administration is one of coopera- 
tion, demonstrating one of the for- 
ward steps in penal administration 
with respect to returning prison- 
ers to society better equip to 
are the responsibility of free- 

om. 
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£.D. 8. Shaplain's ages 


“T Didn’t Attend Church on the Outside... 
...Why Should I Go To Church Here?” 


OW MANY TIMES HAVE YOU 

heard this reason...or rather 

this excuse for not attending 
church? 

The above statement is not en- 
tirely true. The vast majority of 
us did attend church on the sutside. 
Most of us came from respectable, 
God-fearing homes. As children 
we were taught to pray, and to bel- 
ieve in God. We went to Sunday 
school and church. 

Some place along the road of 
life we stopped our church activi- 
ties. There are many reasons for 
this change. We found other inter- 
ests and associations which ap- 
pealed to our sense of pleasure, or 
our employment was such that we 
couldn’t attend church, or we ac- 
quired habits that caused us to 
feel self-conscious and conspicuous 
in church, or we saw someone who 
was a so-called religious person 
who did things which which we did 
not approve. There are plenty of 
reasons. Now, why should I go to 
church in here? 

I believe everyone is working for 
the same thing---happiness, con- 
tentment, peace of mind. In the 
mad rush of modern living we are 
trying every conceivable way to 
achieve this goal. We race pleas- 
ure-bound across the nation’s high- 
ways leaving a trail of death and 
suffering. We deaden our minds 
with alcohol trying to escape from 
life and to obtain momentary con- 
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BY RAY F. SMITH 


We envy others their 
material wealth, their power, their 
position in society. e bend our 
efforts to obtain material things for 
ourselves, thinking we will then be 


happy. 

When the Savior walked among 
men He gave us the plan and the 
laws, which if followed, would 
bring to us not only life but life 
moreabundantly. Hesaid, “Come 
unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you 
rest.” Also, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all these things will be 
added unto you.” 

Why not give the Lord a chance? 
He has never deserted us; we have 
deserted Him---His arms are still 
outstretched waiting for us to 
return. To return to that peace we 
knew as children. We invite you to 
join with us each Sabbath Day in 
an hour of worship. We invite you 
to talk with the men who are now 
attending church services and get 
their opinion of what church atten- 
dance has done for them. And fin- 
ally, we invite you to follow the 
lives of those men who have regul- 
arly attended church in this insti- 
tution and upon leaving here have 
continued to be active in church in 
the communities in which they live. 
They have found the happiness they 
have Loris searching for. They 
answer the question. Why shi 
I attend church in here? a 


tentment. 


Be Sure to Attend our 


BIGGER! 1959 BETTER! 


Felon Follies 


March 12 - 13 = 14 
300 p.m. 
Everybody Welcome 


(Except Children Under 14) 


Variety Show Featuring 
Orchestra - Combos - Vocals 
Acts - Skits - Pantomimes 


No Admission Charge. Donations of $1 
or more will be accepted for the 
Prison Chapel Building Fund. 


SSS SS 


